
  

 

If you’ve ever wondered if the church 

really is out of step with the world, you 

need look no further than the month of 

December. While the world is in a gift-

buying, party-going, bigger-is-better-and

-splashier-is-best craze, the church is 

quiet, austere and reserved, as with awe 

and reverence and wonder we 

contemplate Emmanuel, God with us. 
 

The worship resource Sundays and 

Seasons puts it this way: “So when the 

world looks for dazzle, we Christians 

look for surprise. We look for hope in 

the womb of unwed teen. We look for 

theophany in a stable, not a palace. We 

look for the creator of the whole 

universe to be present in our time and 

our space, among us, one of us. Will we 

notice God’s surprise in the cacophony 

of the cultural holidays or the busy-ness 

of frantic preparation? We need dark 

and quiet to appreciate the nuances of 

Mary’s burden, and Joseph’s too. We 

need to wait until the baby is born to 

sing and dance. We need to wait. 
 

“Advent’s gift to us is this: we get to 

imagine, to hope, and to grasp the 

promise and wait for its fulfillment. In 

our countercultural Advent stillness, we 

get to see a glimmer of God’s justice 

and mercy for ourselves and for the 

whole of creation – a world of peace 

and dignity and abundance for all. In 

Advent we pray, “God, we thank you 

that you would come to us; that you 

would love us this much; that you 

would take such a risk – to become 

flesh and bone as we are.” In Advent, 

we savor the promise. In Advent we 

lean, yearning, toward the Savior.” 
 

Maybe this is why the church seems so 

out of step with the world in January as 

well. While the world goes back to the 

usual, glad that the holidays are over, 

living as if nothing has changed, the 

church knows that everything has 

changed and there is no going back. 

The light shines in the darkness and no 

darkness will overcome it and we and 

the world will never be the same. 
 

Now that’s something worth waiting for! 

Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus! 
 

Shalom 

Pastor Kim 
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December 4 — 2nd Sunday of Advent 

   1st Reading:  Isaiah 11:1-10 

   Psalm:  Psalm 72:7, 18-19 

   2nd Reading:  Romans 15:4-13 

   Gospel:  Matthew 24:36-44 
 

December 11 — 3rd Sunday of Advent 

   1st Reading:  Isaiah 35:1-10 

   Psalm:  Psalm 146:5-10 

   2nd Reading:  James 5:7-10 

   Gospel:  Matthew 11:2-11 
 

December 18 — 4th Sunday of Advent 

   1st Reading:  Isaiah 7:10-16 

   Psalm:  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

   2nd Reading:  Romans 1:1-7 

   Gospel:  Matthew 1:18-25 
 

December 24 — Christmas Eve 

   1st Reading:  Isaiah 9:2-7 

   Psalm:  Psalm 96 

   2nd Reading:  Titus 2:11-14 

   Gospel:  Luke 2:1-20 
 

December 25 — Christmas Day 

   1st Reading:  Isaiah 52:7-10 

   Psalm:  Psalm 98 

   2nd Reading:  Hebrews 1:1-12 

   Gospel:  John1:1-14 

 

                Remember in prayer….. 

 
"Let us pray for the whole people of God in 

Christ Jesus, and for all people according to 

their needs..." 
 

 For those who mourn: the family and friends of 

 Reinhardt Kroyer . 

Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon 

him 
 

 Healing and strength: Brenda Bean; David Klinger; 

 Bill Sturlaugson and family Ora, Lori, and Sandy; 

 Marguerite Hoyt; friends of Marit Hendrickson, 

 Alex and Paul; friends of the Lehners, Marie, 

 Christopher, and Ella; Mac Barnes and relatives 

 Megan, Pat, Sarah, Tyler, Grace, Sam, and Angie;  

 family of the Thibedeaus, Brenda, Neal, and 

 Salina; friends of Lorene Kaeding, Carly and 

 Carol; friend of the Zimmers, Teresa; friend of 

 David Griesemer, Caeli;  son of Karen 

 Fredricksen, Luke, and friend, Aspen; friends of 

 Stephanie Gasca, Sabina, Vickie, Lucia, David, and 

 Hope. 
 

Continuing prayers for.... 
 Lois-Ann Klemm; Roger Raumin; daughter of the 

 Kurtzahns, Louise; brother of Theron Pace, Bill, 

 and daughter, Kathryn; granddaughter of Evelyn 

 Savage, Bridget; Hazel and Bob Williamson; 

 Wayne Bohrnstedt's great-grandson, Royce; Betty 

 Frannea; wife of Doug Arneson, Kathryn; Carla 

 Krause; Lois Nabors; Karen, Kristen and Laura; 

 Dona Searles and relatives, Michael and Eva; 

 friends of Janet Secrist, George, Rebecca, Corey, 

 Lorraine, Christie, Chika, and Aiden. 

 Peace within families and around the world.  

 Those serving in the military and their families; 

 Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Andy 

 Taylor, and congregations of the ELCA. 
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W O R S H I P 
Advent Worship Notes 

 

While in the malls people are preparing for Christmas by buying gifts, in the church we 

observe Advent and the receiving of the greatest gift – Jesus Christ. As Lent prepares for 

Easter, so does Advent prepare for Christmas with prayer, scripture, and reflection.  
 

+In North America, Advent takes place as the nights grow longer and darkness deeper. The 

lighting of the Advent Candles is testimony to the light that shines in the darkness and no 

darkness can overcome it. 
 

+This year’s Advent lessons from Isaiah were written in a dark time in the life of Israel, and 

yet are filled with hope. These lessons will form the basis for our services. 
 

+“Come Now O Prince of Peace” (ELW 247) was written by Geonyong Lee. He was born in 

North Korea, fled to South Korea, and continues to work for the countries’ unification. This 

prayer for unity and peace is timely for us after a divisive election. 
 

+For our Hymn of Praise we join with Mary in her Magnificat. We will use three different but 

familiar versions to sing the praise of the one who lifts the lowly and fills the hungry. 
 

+“Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets. But now 

in these last days God has spoken to us by his Son.” is Hebrews 1:1 and one of the appointed 

verses for Christmas. 
 

+The Sermon Prayer each week will be a new verse to “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” written 

by the Rev. Dr. Barbara Lundblad, ELCA pastor and professor of preaching at Union 

Seminary in New York. It is used with permission. 
 

+For our Prayers of the People response we will use “Maranatha – Come Lord Jesus,” echoing 

the ancient Aramaic plea. 
 

+The Offertory Hymn, Advent Song, was written by Pastor Matt Anderson and is used with 

his permission. 

Christmas Eve Worship 
 

5:00 p.m.   For children and the child in each of us. 

8:00 p.m.   Festival worship with choir, brass, and  

Holy Communion. 
 

Christmas Day Worship 
9:00 a.m.  

 

New Years Day Worship 

9:00 a.m.  
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F A I T H   F O R M A T I O N  

Adult Forum and Sunday School 
December 4 is our only class before 

Christmas break. Classes will resume on 

January 8 at 10:15. Have a great Christmas! 

 
Monday Morning Bible Study 
We will meet on December 8 and 12 at 

11:00am. Join us for good coffee and good 

conversation. 

Hello everyone! 
 

It’s time for some of the most joyous times of the year! It’s Christmas time and 

there is nothing better then a church full of people, good food, and being 

surrounded by loved ones. 
 

This year the youth will celebrate Christmas with a Christmas party and lock-in at 

the church on the third weekend of December, the 17th and the 18th. On the 17th all 

ages are invited to a gift exchange game and fun Christmas activities. The party will 

be from 6 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. So come and enjoy the youth group’s festivities.  
 

On the 17th after the Christmas party, the middle- and 

high schoolers are invited to stay for a lock-in! The 

lock-in will be from 7:30 p.m. until church the next 

morning. We had so much fun at out last lock-in that 

we decided it was about time to have another one. The 

night will be filled with games, movies, and a small 

worship experience at midnight. More details will come 

closer to the date, so keep an eye out! I hope to see 

everyone there! 
 

Have a merry Christmas and a happy New Year! 
 

Huck 
 

Any Questions? Feel free to email me at Kfinn1992@gmail.com.   

Youth 
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First Lutheran Children’s Center 
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P A R I S H   L I F E 

 

            Food Drive 
 

        Monthly Food Item 
 

 

December — soups (canned or dried) 

January — canned vegetables 

February — peanut butter 

 

December 2  Beverly Chovick 

December 9  Sherry Kendrick 

   Richard Krause 

December 12 Asmeret Asgedom 

   Craig Hester 

December 13 Phillmon Andom 

December 15 Betty Frannea 

December 19 Janice Martus 

December 20 Marit Hendrickson 

   Noel Victor  

December 21 Courtney Kasin 

   Erin Morgenthaler 

December 23 Robert Gregory 

December 24 Douglas Arneson 

   Alexis Caballero 

December 25 Mark Wolkenhauer 

December 27 Elizabeth Wolkenhauer 

December 28 David Kendrick 

December 29 Robert Williamson 

 

December 4, 1982  Larry & Jo Duarte 

December 6, 2015  Wayne & Fanny Barnhart 

December 12, 1987  Jenny Zorn &  

    Andrew Copeland 

December 28, 1971  Larry & Debbi McFatter 

We need to host 

“coffee hour” each 

Please sign up on the 

sheet in the   
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P A R I S H   L I F E 
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L A R R Y   L U T H E R 
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P A R I S H   L I F E 

It's Time for a New Directory!  
 

Our church family is changing and we're in need of an updated, pictorial directory. 

We would like ALL families included so we all can refer to it when we don't know 

someone.  
 

In order to get this started, we would like to take pictures of all members during 

the month of December. We're asking that you stay after service to have yours 

taken (it will only take a couple minutes). Please find Mitch on the worship plaza 

following each service (pictures on December 18 will be taken at the Christmas 

Brunch).  
 

Also, if you have any changes to your information (new address, 

phone, cell phone, email), please put that information on a 

Welcome slip and place it in the offering plate. Thank you in 

advance for helping us complete this task. 

          Flowers on the Altar for 2017 
 

The flower chart for altar flowers in 2017 is now posted on a 

slantboard in the narthex. Please reserve your date for 

flowers for that special anniversary, birthday or memorial 

and be sure to write the reason for the flowers next to your 

name. 
 

Also, there is a change for 2017 regarding delivery of altar 

flowers to homebound members. Starting in January, the 

Altar Guild will no longer deliver altar flowers to 

homebound members, reports Altar Guild member Mitch Heitritter. 

Therefore, anyone signing up for flowers in 2017 will be expected to take them 

home after the service or arrange for another member to take them if they 

cannot attend that particular worship service. 
 

For more information, contact Mike Murphy, flower chart coordinator, at 

(909) 862-2526. 
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P A R I S H   L I F E 

Hoe Down Thank You 
 

A big thank you to all who stepped up and made the Hoe Down a little 

easier for everyone. The following people volunteered their time to prep the 

food and others to help serve it which helped make the event a success. We 

fed over 300 people. We couldn't have done it without each one of you! 

Kevin Butler 

Kathryn Davisson 

Jeanne Fortier 

Nancy Griesemer 

Carol Hartman 

Claudia Havard 

Freya Hendrickson 

Marit Hendrickson 

Melanie Hendrickson & 

Girl Scout Troops 268 & 2432 

Mitch Heitritter 

Pastor Kim 

Jim & Sue Lehner 

Joe & Lenore Lewis 

Gerri Licke 

Rick Miles 

Bill Olinger 

Brittany Siemers 

Nancy Sturlaugson 

Dianne Wolkenhauer 

Melanie Zimmers 

Mike Zimmers 

Advent Brunch  
 

The Advent Madrigal Dinner has been cancelled due to a variety of factors. 

Instead, we are having an Advent Brunch on December 11 right after 

worship. An egg casserole and coffee will be provided. We are asking you 

to bring fruit, coffee cake, juice, muffins, bread, or other side dishes. There 

is a signup sheet in the narthex for bringing food or helping. Please indicate 

on the back of your Welcome to Worship form if you are coming. During 

the brunch we will sing a few Christmas carols and enjoy some special music 

and good fellowship. A fun event — bring your friends and family! 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!  
 

I greatly appreciate all the volunteers who 

helped plant the landscaping in front of Parish 

Hall. Your generous gift of time, money, and 

strength are visible to all who visit. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Mark Wolkenhauer 
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P A R I S H   LIFE 

  
 Ninth Annual CCLM Christmas for the Homeless  
 

FELC church members Elisabeth Kempe-Olinger, Stephanie Gasca, 

and Gerri Licke are coordinating the “Christmas for the Homeless” at the Mission on the evening 

of Saturday, December 17. In past years, up to 70 homeless men who sleep in the pews on 

cold nights have been treated to home-baked Christmas goodies and warm drinks, holiday 

music, and new and used clothing of all types and sizes, including shoes. Some of the men 

report that it was the first time in years that they had tasted home-baked treats or 

experienced any kind of Christmas cheer.  
 

We are asking for your help in the following ways: 

 Please collect good used warm men’s clothing, jackets, shoes, and especially jeans. We are also 

looking for luggage, such as suitcases and duffle bags, for the men to use in storing their 

belongings. You may bring these items to church and place them in the orange bin in the 

narthex. 

  Consider donating cash or checks (make checks out to First, note “CCLM” on it and place in the 

offering) to be used in purchasing large quantities of new underwear, socks, beanies, gloves, and 

scarves. 

 We need volunteers to transport the donations to CCLM. 

 We need musicians willing to perform during the celebration. Please call Pastor Jay Egenes at 

(951) 850-9604.  

 Gerri Licke needs volunteers to help with refreshments. A dinner will be served to volunteers 

and the men following the event. 

 Volunteers will need to arrive at the Mission at 2 p.m. on December 17. Men will be lined up to 

be served by volunteers by 4:30 p.m.  
Contact Elisabeth at (951) 323-8343, Stephanie at (951) 662-6467, or Gerri at (626) 354-5712 for information or to volunteer. 

Central City Lutheran Mission's 

Kindertree 
 

Thanks to everyone who donated gifts for the 

children in the CCLM After School Program. 

"Santa" Jim Durbin will hand out the presents on 

Friday, December 16, at 3:00 p.m. Elf Jeannie 

Durbin will take pictures of the kids with Santa. 

For many of the children, this is an exciting first. 

Please come and watch the fun.  
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P A R I S H   LIFE 

  Evening Circle   
 

The next Circle will be Tuesday, 

December 13 at 7:00 p.m. at 25855 

Sunrise Way, Loma Linda. For 

additional information, call Lorene 

Kaeding at (909) 801-4387. 

Hear Ye…Hear Ye…Hear Ye… 
 

All Women of First Lutheran Church 
 

WELCA General Meeting 

Sunday December 18  

10:15 a.m. (after service) 

Parish Hall 
 

Discover the many ministries of WELCA!! 
 

Elect officers for the coming year!! 
 

Enjoy refreshments!! 

 

 

 

 

The Prayer Shawl group will not meet in 

December. The next meeting will be Tuesday, 

January 17, at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room. 

Newcomers are welcome.  

Bud and Phyllis Sheldahl have moved to the Gentle 

Care Guest Home in Loma Linda in order to 

receive a higher level of care. Their new address is: 

11513 Acacia Street, 

Loma Linda, CA 92354 

Telephone:  

Bud (909) 556-3557 

Phyllis (909) 556-4183 
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P A R I S H   LIFE 

Welcome! 
 

New members (left to right) Joe and 

Lenore Lewis and Eric and Linda 

Reinhard were received through 

affirmation of baptism on Sunday, 

November 20. 

A Holiday Two-fer! 
 

It's that time of year again where shopping carts are filling up, both physically and 

virtually. We want to remind you that by signing up for AmazonSmile a portion of 

what you spend gets donated back to a charitable organization of your choice. When 

you sign up you can select First Evangelical Lutheran Church and Children’s Center as 

the recipient and that means you are helping FELC with every dollar you spend on 

Amazon! Something nice for a friend and support of your church – a two-fer for sure! 

StartWithaSmile at smile.amazon.com/ch/95-1985432 and Amazon donates to First 

Evangelical Lutheran Church and Children’s Center. 

         Poinsettia Garden  
 
Poinsettias can be reserved for our Poinsettia Garden on 

Christmas Eve. Please find the envelopes in your bulletin 

or you can send a check with 1) how many you want to 

reserve and 2) for whom it/they are in honor or memory. 

Cost is $10 per plant and can be picked up following the 8 

p.m. Christmas Eve, after the 10 a.m. Christmas Day 

service, or on Tuesday, December 27 between 8:30 and 

4:30. (Please note on the reservation if you will pick 

yours up after Christmas Day so one can be held for you.) 

Submission deadline to have your remembrance in the bulletin is 

Monday, December 19. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=7H9VD8U0VUVE&R=3L1IRSVRO4OR1&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F95-1985432&A=N2HADC72TACNITAWMC0KUXCXXRWA&H=8KFGK9J42NEE725XVJXIZTAVOWQA
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DELIVER PROMPTLY 

Send 

 To: 

Come  Worship  With  Us! 
 

9:00 AM  ONE Worship 

10:15 AM  Education Hour for all ages 

71¢ 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 
 

Kim Eifert Krogstad 
     Pastor 
 

Each Member 
     Ministers 
 

Leslie Gunn 
     Administrative Assistant 
 

Melissa Burgess 
     FLCC Director 
 

Kimberly Amin 
     Organist/Keyboardist 
 

Tamara Craver 
     Choir Director 
 

Huck Finn 
    MS/HS Youth Director 
 

Michelle Ferrall 
    Nursery Attendant 
 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Officers 
 

  Kevin Butler 
     President 

  Sheryl Matthews 
    Vice President 

  Janet Fink 
    Secretary 

  Melanie Hendrickson 
    Treasurer 

 

“At Large” Members 
 

   Jim Durbin 
   Rick Miles 
   Bill Tooke 
   Mark Wolkenhauer 

Christmas Eve Worship 
 

5:00 p.m.  For children and the child  

   in each of us. 

8:00 p.m.  Festival worship with choir,  

   brass, and Holy Communion. 
 

Christmas Day 
9:00 a.m.  Worship 

 

New Years Day 
9:00 a.m.  Worship 

mailto:office@firstlutheranredlands.org
http://www.firstlutheranredlands.org/

