
  

 

 

 
I believe it is not by accident that in the 

month we celebrate God’s saints, think 

about stewardship, and observe 

Thanksgiving, we in the United States 

go to the polls and vote. The first three 

give a context and reminder for the 

latter. 
 

We vote as the saints of God. We are 

not saints because of our own goodness 

but because of the goodness of God 

who claimed us and called us in the 

waters of our baptisms to follow. Saints 

are those who point to the goodness of 

God in the world and neighbor and 

who incarnate God’s love to others. 

When we cast our ballots we do so as 

God’s saints, God’s witnesses in word 

and deed. 
 

We vote as stewards of the gifts of God. 

God has given us so many gifts and one 

of these is the gift of our citizenship and 

of living in a democracy. Like all of 

God’s gifts, we are to use our vote not 

only for our own gain, but also for the 

sake of the neighbor and the least of  

 

 
these. When we cast our ballots we do 

so as God’s stewards, using the gift of 

our citizenship to cast our vote for 

justice and mercy and compassion and 

hope. 
 

We vote with thanksgiving and humility. 

All that we are and all that we have are 

given to us as signs of God’s gracious 

love. In the presence of such mercy and 

love the only appropriate stance is one 

of humility, for we are only too aware 

that “there but by the grace of God go 

I.” When we cast our ballots, we do so 

as dependent children of our heavenly 

Father. 
 

When I confess Jesus as my Lord I am 

saying more about me than just where I 

spend my Sunday mornings.  I’m saying 

that when I step into the voting booth 

Jesus and those in need come with me 

as I vote my allegiance to the kingdom 

of God. Religion and politics not only 

do mix, they must mix. 
 

Shalom, 

Pastor Kim  
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November 6 — All Saints Sunday 

   1st Reading:  Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 

   Psalm:  Psalm 149 

   2nd Reading:  Ephesians 1:11-23 

   Gospel:  Luke 6:20-31 

 

November 13 — 26th Sunday in Pentecost 

   1st Reading:  Malachi 4:1-2a 

   Psalm:  Psalm 98 

   2nd Reading:  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

   Gospel:  Luke 21:5-19 

 

November 20 — Christ the King 

   1st Reading:  Jeremiah 23:1-6 

   Psalm: Psalm 46 

   2nd Reading:  Colossians 1:11-20 

   Gospel:  Luke 23:33-43 

 

November 27 — 1st Sunday of Advent 

   1st Reading:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

   Psalm:  Psalm 25:1-10 

   2nd Reading:  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

   Gospel:  Luke 21:25-36 

 

                  Remember in prayer….. 

 
"Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ 

Jesus, and for all people according to their needs..." 
 

 For those who mourn: friends and family of 

 Margaret Swanson.  

Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon 

her. 
 

 Healing and strength: Marguerite Hoyt; friends of the 

 Murphy¹s, Diane and Doug;  Mac Barnes; Jerry 

 Shepherd; Riley Kasin; friend of the Finks, Roger; 

 friends of Stephanie Gasca, Rosario and family; friends 

 of Sheryl Matthews, Jim and the Beasley family; Steven 

 Zimmers; friend of Gerri Licke, Pauline; daughter of 

 Anne Knighten, Celeste; Nancy Perry. 
 

Continuing prayers for.... 
 Lois-Ann Klemm; Roger Raumin; daughter of the 

 Kurtzahns, Louise; brother of Theron Pace, Bill, and 

 daughter, Kathryn; Reinhart Kroyer; granddaughter of 

 Evelyn Savage, Bridget, and step-son, Glen; Hazel and 

 Bob Williamson; Wayne Bohrnstedt's great-grandson, 

 Royce; Betty Frannea; wife of Doug Arneson, Kathryn; 

 Carla Krause; Lois Nabors; Karen, Kristen and Laura; 

 Dona Searles and relatives, Michael and Eva; friends of 

 Janet Secrist, George, Rebecca, Lorraine, Christie, 

 Alaya and Aiden. 

 Those serving in the military and their families. 

 The Syrian people and refugees throughout the world.  

 Our nation as we prepare to vote on November 8.  

 Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and the ELCA, and 

 Bishop Andy Taylor and the Pacifica Synod.  

 Peace.  
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Come, you thankful people, come! 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

November 23 at 7:00 p.m. 

Before football and feasting, remember the Giver of all good things. 

Pie fellowship following worship. 
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W O R S H I P 
Worship in November 

 

For the fruit of all creation, Thanks be to God! 

For his gifts to ev’ry nation, Thanks be to God! 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, Silent growth while we are sleeping, 

Future needs in earth’s safe keeping, Thanks be to God! 

ELW 679, v. 1 
 

November is a month during which we remember and thank God for all the signs of 

God’s gracious love with which our lives have been blessed: 
 

+ We give thanks for those with whom God has graced our lives. Frederick Buechner 

writes in Wishful Thinking, "In God's holy flirtation with the world, God occasionally 

drops a handkerchief. The handkerchiefs are called saints." On November 6, All Saints 

Sunday, we remember and thank God for those who have been signs of God's gracious 

love in our lives. The church, the world, and our individual lives are enlivened and 

challenged by their witness. 
 

+We give thanks for our nation. Living in a democracy is a gift that comes with 

responsibility. As those who seek to follow Jesus and to do as he would do, the question 

we hold before us as we enter the voting booth on Election Day is not "What is in my 

best interest?" but rather, "What is in the best interest of the least of these, in the best 

interest of my neighbor in need?" As disciples of Christ we are called to let our votes be 

signs of God's gracious love for all of God's children. 
 

+We give thanks as we gather with friends and family on Thanksgiving Eve, November 

23, at 7:00 p.m. to celebrate and witness to the One from whom all blessings flow. As we 

count our blessings we are overwhelmed and humbled with the richness of our lives, 

wanting to seek ways to concretely say thank you for these signs of God's love.  
 

+We give thanks for Christ Jesus on Christ the King Sunday, November 20. This festival 

of the church celebrates our King Jesus who rules from a cross and promises paradise to 

sinners embraced by his outstretched arms. New members will be received giving us all 

opportunity to recommit ourselves to in word and deed proclaiming Jesus as Lord. 

 

+We give thanks for the One who came, who comes, and will come again on the First 

Sunday in Advent, November 27. 
 

For the harvest of the Spirit, Thanks be to God! 

For the good we all inherit, Thanks be to God! 

For the wonders that astound us, For the truths that still confound us, 

Most of all, that Love has found us, Thanks be to God! 

ELW 679 v.3 
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Confirmation  

Confirmation will meet on November 13 following Sunday School. Since being a church 

member involves serving others, we will be participating in the Garden Party/Work Day. 
 

Sunday School  

Sunday School continues on November 6, 13, and 20 at 10:15 with our One Room 

Schoolhouse. This lets us get to know all the youth of FELC and the older kids to help 

mentor the younger kids. See Huck for details/questions. 
 

Adult Forum  

Adult Forum takes a break from our study of “Making Sense of the Cross” to review the 

basics of what it is to be a Lutheran and to be a member of First Lutheran on November 

6, 13, and 20. Those who will be joining First Lutheran will join us for good coffee and 

good conversation. 

Youth 

New Members  
 

First Lutheran will receive new members on Christ the King Sunday, November 20, 

during worship at 9:00 a.m. We will discuss Lutheran core beliefs and opportunities for 

service at First during Adult Forum on November 6 and 13 at 11:00 a.m. Snacks will be 

provided. If interested in joining and/or finding out more about membership, please see 

Pastor Kim. 

Faith Formation 

Hello everyone! 
 

It’s November once more, which means time for family, friends, and the start of the 

holidays. It also means some fun activities coming up for our youth group! The Middle 

School Youth Gathering is just around the corner. On the 18th through the 20th our youth 

will head to Anaheim for a weekend of fun and worship with over 150 other youth from 

Southern California. They’ll also get to go to Disneyland for some more awesome times! If 

you are interested, there are still some open spots -- just let me know soon so I can register 

you! Parents, we need you to drive to the event on the 18th or back from the event on the 

20th, please let me know! 
 

In December we have our Christmas party! Just like last year it will have a white elephant 

gift exchange and all ages are welcome! We will watch some Christmas movies and maybe 

even decorate some Christmas cookies! The tentative date is the 17th but this may change so 

keep an eye on the newsletter! Following the Christmas party will be a lock-in for the 

middle and high schoolers. Just like last time, the lock-in will be all night and end with 

church on Sunday. It sure to be an unforgettable night!  
 

Happy November, 
 

Huck 

Kfinn1992@gmail.com. 
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First Lutheran Children’s Center 
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P A R I S H   L I F E 

            Food Drive 
        Monthly Food Item 

 

 

November — canned chili  

December — soups (canned or dried) 

January — canned vegetables 

 

November 6 Kathleen Swenson 

November 7 Meredith Matthews 

   Megan Sisemore 

November 10 Kathy Burch 

   Terri Carlstrom 

November 12 Kathryn Bell 

November 13 Sosefina Greaney 

   Kelsie Victor 

November 20 Susan Lehner 

   Nancy Sturlaugson 

November 21 Raymond Wade 

November 22 B.B. Quinones 

November 23 Ava Franklin 

   Bryon Pace 

November 29 Zion Aimut 

November 30 Nancy Griesemer 

   Philipp Schmidt 

 

November 5, 1966     Michael & Linda Murphy 

November 6, 1992     Glen & Lauri Egertson 

November 7, 1987     Craig & Tina Kundig 

November 11, 1989     Michael & Melanie Zimmers 

November 11, 1997     Douglas & Kathryn Arneson 

November 20, 1999  Noel & Priya Victor 

Holiday Food Drive 
The Family Service Association of Redlands is conducting a Holiday Food Drive. Suggested 

donations include: canned meat, boxed meals, boxed side dishes, pancake mix, pancake 

syrup, spaghetti sauce, pasta, peanut butter & jelly, canned pasta meals, canned fruits & 

vegetables, canned beans, chili beans, cooking oil, cornbread mix, Bisquick, beans or dried 

peas, rice, juices, canned or dried soup, cake & desert mixes. Please check expiration dates. You 

may bring your bag of food donations to First on Sunday, November 13. Thank you! 

Free Flu Shot Clinic at Plymouth Village  
A free flu shot clinic will be held at Plymouth Village, 945 Salem Dr., Redlands, on 

Thursday, November 3, from 4:00-6:30 p.m.  
 

The City of Redlands City Manager Office, and the Redlands Police and Fire Departments 

are partnering with the San Bernardino County Public Health Department to provide a 

free Flu Shot Clinic. The Clinic is open to the public and hosted by Plymouth Village.  
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P A R I S H   L I F E 

                          Hurricane Matthew  
 

Hurricane Matthew has caused heavy rain, dangerous winds, and landslides. 

Your support through Lutheran Disaster Response will bring God’s hope 

and healing to those affected by this hurricane. Our response is spanning 

across several countries, especially Haiti and Cuba.  
 

Lutheran Disaster Response is collaborating with local organizations, ecumenical partners 

and officials so we can walk with those affected on the road to recovery. Gifts designated 

for “Hurricane Matthew” will be used in entirely to assist those affected by this 

hurricane until the response is complete.  
 

If you would like to help, make your check out to First Lutheran and note “Hurricane 

Matthew” on it. Thank you! 

We need your help!  
 

The kitchen floor is being 

replaced starting November 9, 

and we must move everything on 

the shelves from the kitchen and 

the pantry into Parish Hall 

November 6-8. We need many 

hands on the 6th to help! 

Garden Party  
 

Who wouldn’t want to attend a 

Garden Party, especially one that 

makes such a difference?! November 

13 following Sunday School we are 

going to get to work planting and 

beautifying the planters in front of 

the Parish Hall. A professional 

landscaper has helped us with a 

design and choices for drought resistance plants 

that will welcome all who come to our campus. We 

also have some yard work to do elsewhere. Plan on 

staying for a couple of hours. Snacks will be 

provided. Questions? See Pastor Kim. 

Council Highlights 
Action Items and Motions approved at the October Council meeting: 

 Pastor Kim's current health care plan will be continued. 

 Any outside groups with recurring rentals of FELC facilities will be required to 

purchase insurance that lists FELC as additionally insured. Any group that 

refuses to supply such insurance will be denied rental. 

 After consideration of recurring problems, the Council approved the removal of 

the phones in the Parish Hall hallway and the Fireside Room, and the installation 

of a lock on the roll-up window in the kitchen. 
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WELCA 

  Evening Circle   
 

The next Circle will be Tuesday, 

November 8 at 7:00 p.m. at 25855 

Sunrise Way, Loma Linda. For 

additional information, call Lorene 

Kaeding at (909) 801-4387. 

Prayer Shawl  
The Prayer Shawl group meets on the third 

Tuesday of the month, November 15, at 

10:00 a.m. in Parish Hall. Newcomers are 

welcome. We appreciate your support  

Pacifica WELCA Convention 
 

November 4-5, 2016 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Los Alamitos, CA 
 

 Registration Forms available in the narthex. 

Hotel information available. Please see Gerri Licke for additional information. 
 

 WELCA Convention Love Gift Project 

    Precious Life Shelter in Los Alamitos, CA, provides residential and supportive 

services for homeless, adult, pregnant woman. Items being collected are: diapers, wipes, 

receiving blankets, women's socks, hygiene items, phone cards, gift cards. Please bring 

any of the above items to the office before November 4, 2016. There will be a box 

marked "Love Gifts." Cash may be given for the "Love Gifts" as well. 

As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus 

Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, 

affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, 

and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world. 
 

The WELCA Board Meeting is on November 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fireside room. 

 

Thankoffering Sunday, November 13, 2016 
 

True to our WELCA tradition here at First Lutheran, we will be 

celebrating God's blessings with our annual Thankoffering Sunday 

November 13, 2016, during the church service. 
 

You will be receiving a letter with the Thankoffering envelope. Please 

make checks to WELCA. This offering goes to Churchwide WELCA. 
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P A R I S H   LIFE 

Help with the Hoe Down!  
 

This is the big fundraiser for the preschool and many 

hands are needed. Could you help on Friday morning, or 

on Saturday whenever you can between 9:00 a.m. and 

8:00 p.m.? Call Mitch at (909) 798-3320  

Please be Sure to Mark Your Calendars!  
 

Our Annual Madrigal Dinner is scheduled for Saturday evening, December 10, 

and if you participated in the production or attended last year, you will want 

to be sure to do so again, bringing with you 

friends and family!  
 

This traditional pageant 

is a unique way to 

experience and express 

Advent hope as we prepare our hearts for Christmas. 
 

There will be sign up sheets with the various 

opportunities for your participation. Don't miss the fun 

and joy of this wonderful, parish-wide event! 
 

Susan Wade 

From Former Pastor Rich Hites 
 

Some of you may remember me from back in the 1990's to 2000's. You 

also may remember that on several Palm/Passion Sundays I shared a story 

sermon entitled "Letters from a Centurion". Ever wonder what happened to 

that centurion? Well, now you can find out. I expanded his story into a 

biblical/historical/fictional novel called "God's Centurion: The Savior and 

His Soldier." It chronicles the life of a centurion in Jesus' day and goes way 

beyond that to other events of the New Testament time. You can purchase 

the novel in either paperback or Kindle from Amazon under "God's 

Centurion" and my name. 



12 
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Kimberly Amin Honored at WELCA’s Second Annual Fall Fling 
 

First Lutheran’s talented and devoted organist/pianist Kim Amin knew at an early 

age what she wanted to do in her life. By age 3 she was playing music on the 

piano by ear (as opposed to reading music notes on a page). The daughter of a 

minister grew up amidst a music-oriented family in the rural towns of Dennison 

and Holton, Kansas where her interest in music flourished. 
 

Her first job was playing for a Lutheran church in Holton for which she was paid 

$2.50 a Sunday. She went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in music from Washburn 

University in Topeka, then left Kansas to earn her master’s degree in keyboard 

collaborative arts from University of Southern California and has remained in 

Southern California since. 
 

She married Najah Amin in 1987 and their first child, a son, was born in 1989 

followed by her daughter in 1993. While raising a family, Kim worked with music 

departments at Cal State Dominguez Hills, Cal State Long Beach, Cal State San 

Bernardino, UC Riverside and Riverside Community College. 
 

“There have been a myriad of ways that God has opened doors for me,” she said 

during a taped interview played for guests at the Fall Fling on Sunday, Oct. 2. 

“One example is this church.” She was organist and pianist at a Baptist church in 

Temple City for 13 years while the family lived in Pasadena. Her family then 

moved to Moreno Valley, which made commuting some 60 miles to the Baptist 

church quite a chore. “That was difficult with a young family,” she recalled. She 

was contacted not once, but twice, to fill a vacancy as organist and pianist at First 

Lutheran. The second time around, she accepted. 

          continued on next page 

Kim with her husband, Najah, daughter 

Lana and Lana's guest Matthew.  

Kim and Najah admire miniature grand 

piano, a gift from WELCA at Fall Fling.  
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P A R I S H   L I F E 
Kimberly Amin Honored , continued 
 

What concerned her was moving from churches where there was no liturgy to 

one that offered liturgical services. “The liturgy scared me and now that’s what I 

love the most. I love this form of worship and the people here made it feel just 

the right fit,” she said. 
 

Kim became a member of First Lutheran through affirmation of baptism in the 

past year. “My faith has allowed me to grow in different ways,” she said. “I know 

that God’s peace that passes all understanding is what keeps me grounded every 

day.”  
 

Coincidentally, Kim has been reunited with two people she has worked with 

professionally in the past – both Larry McFatter and our new choir director 

Tamara Craver worked with her collaboratively at Cal State San Bernardino in 

the past. 
 

Kim’s amazing talent is on display every week at First Lutheran and it’s been a 

custom for some time to have worshippers remain in the sanctuary following the 

service to hear and cheer her postludes on the organ. She is a blessing to First 

Lutheran – a gift from God that keeps on giving. 
 

Gerri Licke, president of WELCA, presented Kim with a miniature grand piano 

that plays music as a token of appreciation for her service at First. Guests 

enjoyed a sit-down dinner provided by the Kitchen Angels. Choir member B.B. 

Quinones sang two solos – “Love Will Save The Day” and “Day by Day.”  

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You! 

 

What a pleasure to have honored Kim Amin at the Fall Fling, and to hear her 

story. We are truly blessed to have her as our Keyboardist here at First 

Lutheran Church. And a "HUGE" thank you to ALL who worked to make the 

Fall Fling a success and for your faithful and continued support of our WELCA 

ministry. It takes a "Village"! A special "Thank You" to Mitch Heitritter who 

chaired the Fall Fling. You are a blessing! 
 

         The WELCA Board 

We need to host “coffee 

hour” each Please sign up on the 

sheet in the   
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         News from Redlands Area Interfaith Council  
 

The Annual Redlands Community Thanksgiving Service will be held on Sunday, 

November 13, at 4 p.m. at the Seventh Day Adventist Church. This is the event which 

our congregation hosted last November. It is an interesting interfaith celebration 

through which we share our common experiences of thanksgiving.  
 

Theologian, Miroslav Volf will lead us through a time of remembrance and 

reflection, as we approach the anniversary of the violence of December 2, called 

"Bridges of Peace from Shadows of Grief" on November 19th, 7:30 p.m., at the 

University of Redlands, Orton Center.  
 

Miroslav now serves as the Henry B. Wright Professor of Systematic Theology, and 

Founding Director of the Yale Center for Faith & Culture at Yale University. He is 

known internationally as a "theologian of the bridge."  

New Vendor for Worship Altar Flowers 

 

After 44 years of providing flowers for all occasions and especially altar flowers for First 

Lutheran for much of those years, City Florist is going out of business and its owners are 

retiring. We congratulate them on their retirement from the florist business and thank 

them for their service to the congregation. They have been a blessing to this church. 
 

Hockridge Florist, 461 Tennessee St., will be our flowers provider starting with the 

November 6 worship service, with just a small change in price for those who have reserved 

flowers for November and December and in 2017. Ann Marie Smith, owner of the firm 

which has been in business in Redlands since 1905, said her shop will charge $35 for the 

altar flower spray, $2 more than City Florist charged, and $25 for the pulpit bouquet, $3 

more than City Florist. 
 

A new flower chart for Sundays in 2017 will be posted in the narthex soon. When you 

sign up, please note the reason for the flowers (i.e. birthday, anniversary, memorial, etc.). 

If you need more information, please contact Mike Murphy, flower chart coordinator at 

909-862-2526. 

New Year, New Directory 
 

We will be creating a new directory with pictures in the new year. 

Pictures will be taken during Advent after worship. 
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 Ninth Annual CCLM Christmas for the Homeless  
 

FELC church members Elisabeth Kempe-Olinger, Stephanie Gasca, and Gerri Licke will be 

coordinating the “Homie Christmas” at the Mission on the evening of Saturday, December 17. In 

past years, up to 70 homeless men who sleep in the pews on cold nights have been treated to 

home-baked Christmas goodies and warm drinks, holiday music, and new and used clothing 

of all types and sizes, including shoes. Some of the men report that it was the first time in 

years that they had tasted home-baked treats or experienced any kind of Christmas cheer.  
 

We are asking for your help in the following ways: 

 Over the next few weeks, please begin collecting good used warm men’s clothing, jackets, shoes, 

and especially jeans. We are also looking for luggage, such as suitcases and duffle bags, for the 

men to use in storing their belongings. 

 Due to a lack of storage at the church, please hold your clothing donations until mid-November.  

  Consider donating cash or checks (make checks out to First, note “Homie” on it and place in the 

offering) to be used in purchasing large quantities of new underwear, socks, beanies, gloves, and 

scarves. We need thousands of dollars to make this happen.  

 Starting in mid November, items can be placed in Parish Hall or the Narthex into the designated 

CCLM bins. We will need of volunteers to transport the donations to CCLM starting in mid-

November. 

 We need musicians willing to perform during the celebration. Please call Pastor Jay Egenes at 

(951) 850-9604.  

 Gerri Licke needs volunteers to help with refreshments. A dinner will be served to volunteers 

and the men following the event. 

 Volunteers will need to arrive at the Mission at 2 p.m. on December 17. Men will be lined up to 

be served by volunteers by 4:30 p.m.  
Contact Elisabeth at (951) 323-8343, Stephanie at (951) 662-6467, or Gerri at (626) 354-5712 for information or to volunteer. 

Central City Lutheran Mission's Kindertree 
 

This year we again will have the opportunity to help a child  in the CCLM After School 

Program. The wish list of between 25-30 young people will be displayed on the tree in the 

Narthex come mid-November. Please help these kids by choosing to provide one or two 

of them with the requested present(s) . Please bring the unwrapped gift(s) to the church 

no later than December 4. If you would like to receive a donation receipt from CCLM, 

please attach that request with a copy of your receipt. "Santa" Jim Durbin will hand out 

the presents on Friday, December 16, at 3:00 p.m. Elf Jeannie Durbin will take pictures of 

the kids with Santa. For many of the children, this is an exciting first. Please come and 

watch the fun. Look for the Kindertree and help make a child's life special this holiday 

season. This year Jim and Sue Lehner will be coordinating the event. Should you have 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact them at (909) 798-7925.  
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